
Riverpark Usage 
Data Project



Active Living 
Transportation Network 
• To encourage, facilitate and research 

ways for people to integrate physical 
activity into their daily routine.  

• To stimulate a connection to and an 
awareness of the environment at large 
through the use of active transportation. 

• To strengthen the relationship within the  
greater Chattanooga community through 
action, research and practice.



Method

• 120 + Student Researchers
• 3 Academic Classes
• 4 Months
• 5 Locations
• 167 Observation Hours
• 6322 Observed Cases
• 263 Intercept Surveys



Where?





Observational Locations
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When?



Observations per Month

44%

26%

14%

16%

September 44%
November 26%
February 14%
March 16%



Observational Time
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Who?



Observational Age Versus 2007 
Census Data

Observational Data

Senior 65+ - 11% Adult18 - 65 - 77%
Teen13 - 17 - 8% Child <13 - 5%

Hamilton County 2007 Census

Senior 65+ - 14% Adult 18 - 65 - 57%
Under 18 - 29%



Observational Gender Data 
Versus 2007 Census Data

Hamilton County 2007 Census 

Male - 52%Female- 48%

Observational Data

Male – 53%Female - 46%



Observation Ethnicity Versus 
2007 Census Data

Observational Data

Caucasian - 91%
African-American - 6%
Other Race/Ethnicity - 3%

Hamilton County 2007 Census

Caucasian - 77%
African-American - 20%
Other Race/Ethnicity - 3%



What?



Observational Physical Activity

Walk - 41%

Run/Jog - 17%

Bike - 40%

Skate - 0.3%

Stroller - 1%

Mobility Device -1%



Examples of Ways to Help 
Multiple Users



Information about Activity 
that is Unique by Location



Reason For Trail Usage

Planned Exercise73%

Transport 1%

Recreation/Socalizing 20%

Destinational Walking 1%



Percentage of Location Usage 
By Time of Day 
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From Where?



Usage By City





How?



How Do Users Get There?

Car 67%
Walk 17%
Bicycle 7%
Bus 1% 
Other 4%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ideally, one would like to see people get to these trails by means other than automobiles. 





Types of Activity of Those Who 
Transported By Car 
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How Often?



Frequency Usage Per Month
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Frequency by Area
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Frequency and Reason
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Pets



Should Pets Be Allowed?

Yes - 47%
No - 39%
No Opinion - 10%



Pet Opinion and Activity
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
When I asked my research class to predict what the results would be for this questions, they all thought that bikers/runners would not like pets on the trail. However, this assumption was not correct. As you can see, the opinions are about 50 – 50 with the bikers and walkers. It is the runners that indicate a preference for pets on the trail.



Future Research Questions

• What activities are done in conjunction 
with Riverpark usage?

• Why do people choose the Riverpark 
instead of locations closer to home?

• How does place of employment impact 
Riverpark usage?
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